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HOW MANY DAYS UNTIL FAIR?

There are a number of days until fair (less than a month!) and everything
we need to do between now and then seems to be on the top of so many
of our minds! This is not only a reflection of how much work there is to
do, it’s also a reflection of our concern for the health of our animals, and
how focused we truly need to be. It is also a reflection of how much
emotion is wrapped up in fair and how it is anticipated and loved by
4-H'ers in Grand Traverse County! This is very similar to counting down
the days ‘il our birthday or the last day of school for the year.

| for one am counting and enjoying the collaborative preparations around
some of the highlights of fair such as the Buyer’s Luncheon, the Teen
Dance, and the displays in the Tanner Building. What are you working
on? Are you feeling the adrenaline rushing?

Please remember | and other staff at the MSU Extension Office are here
to support you. Reach out by phone, email, or text (Sarah Bye 231-633-
3244) and let us know what your needs are and how we can help.

My jeans, 4-H T-shirts, and MSU ballcap are ready and waiting for the big
week to come. Now | just need to go buy this year’s boots! See you all at
the fair!

Sincerely,

Sarah Bye

UPCOMING EVENTS

GT LEADERS ASSOCIATION MEETING (NEW MEMBERS WELCOME) |
7/14 | 6:30PM | MSU EXTENSION OFFICE, 520 W FRONT ST,
TRAVERSE CITY

NWMI LIVESTOCK COUNCIL MEETING | 7/21 | 6:30PM |
NWMI FAIRGROUNDS

JULY 2025

CONTACT US

Sarah Bye

4-H Program
Coordinator

520 W. Front St.

Suite A

Traverse City, Michigan
49684

PHONE & EMAIL:
(231) 922 - 4825

*  msue.grandtrvrse@msu.edu
»  byesarah@msu.edu

WEBSITE:

https://www.canr.msu.edu/grand traver
se/grand_traverse_county 4_h/index

Michigan State University Extension programs and
materials are open to all without regard to race, color,
national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age,
height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, marital status, family status or veteran
status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work,
acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Quentin Tyler,
Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This
information is for educational purposes only. Reference
to commercial products or trade names does not imply
endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against those
not mentioned.
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Join BAND

BAND is the a APP available for both Android and Apple Users and will be the place for the latest and greatest information from
the NWMI 4-H Livestock Council during the Fair Season of 2025.

https://www.band.us/n/a7abAdnfV1R2X

‘ Extension

4-H Junior Master
Gardener Summer Camp

Our first week of the Junior Master Gardener
Summer Camp was a success! Participants
learned more about gardening through a fun
game! If anyone is still interested in joining, we
are still accepting participants (although they
won't be able to receive the certification).
Reach out to Sarah Bye for details:
byesarah@msu.edu or 231-922-4825
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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2025 4-H State
Shooting Sports
Tournament

e el
4-H State Shooting
Sports Tournament

August 2, 2025

Registration is open for the
2025 Michigan State 4-H
Shooting Sports Tournament!
To be held August 2 at the
Saginaw Field & Stream Club
in Saginaw, this event provides
4-H shooting sports members
with the opportunity to test their
skills, earn recognition and
build camaraderie with other
4-H members from all over the
state.

Events at the tournament
include: .22 rifle, 3-D archery,
air rifle, BB gun, hunting and
wildlife, muzzle loading, pistol,
target archery, trap and skeet.

The deadline to register is July
13, 2025.

To learn more, visit
www.canr.msu.edu/events/202
5-4-h-state-shooting-sports-
tournament

July 8-10: Garden Writers Workshop

Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing

Young writers will learn about the wonderful world of writing in the garden. Using the garden as their
inspiration, campers will connect writing to nature by creating poems, stories, plays and much more.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/garden-writers

July 9: Adulting 101 — Mastering Meal Planning

Online

Learn how to eat healthy on a budget and stretch your food dollars, including how to cook once and
eat twice, making a meal plan that will save you money at the store, and other great tips!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-mastering-meal-planning

July 16-17: Saginaw Bay Fish Camp

Haithco Park, Saginaw

All campers will receive a fishing rod with a reel, tackle box, t-shirt and snacks. Learn about knot tying,
tackle crafting, casting, aquatic ecology, angler ethics and more! Open to 4-H members ages 8-12.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/saginaw-bay-4-h-fish-camp-2025

July 16 - August 13: Guiding Principles for Highly Successful Parenting Webinar Series

Online

This free course is for parents of toddlers to teens to learn strategies for helping children, parents and
families be successful. This series will meet online each Monday for five weeks from 7:30 - 9 p.m.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/quiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-webinar-series-july-2025

July 17: Bubble Day at the Children's Gardens

Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing

Come celebrate summer vacation at the garden with bubbles!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/bubble-day

July 24: Bug Day at the Children's Gardens

Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing

Join for a tribute to insects in the gardens. We will collect, observe and even make bugs! Our friends
from the MSU Bug House will be back this year with their collections of insects from all over the world!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/bug-day

July 29-31: Camp Monet

Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing

Young artists will spend three days in the gardens creating marvelous projects. Campers will use
inspiration from the garden to make projects that involve sketching, painting, sculpting, dying, weaving
and much more! Lunch will not be provided, so please bring a lunch each day.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/camp-monet

. |
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Join the Michigan State Fair 4-H & Youth Virtual Showcase!

MSU Extension is thrilled to partner again in 2025 with the Michigan State Fair on an exciting program for
Michigan youth: the Michigan State Fair 4-H & Youth Virtual Showcase. This statewide showcase provides
a virtual platform for youth across Michigan to exhibit their work in all project areas and apply for up to
$10,000 in scholarships. Any Michigan youth ages 5-19 is encouraged to participate; 4-H membership is
not required.

‘ Extension

Reqgistration for this event is now open! The diverse array of classes celebrate all the projects and
programs in which youth have developed skill and mastery. This includes livestock and animal
showmanship classes, as well as still exhibits, educational projects and more.

There is no cost to participate and youth may engage in as many classes as they wish by submitting project photos and videos. Be sure
to submit your entries by the registration deadline of August 8 at 5 p.m.. Project evaluation will occur before the start of the
Michigan State Fair so that winners can be announced at the event which occurs August 28 — September 1.

In addition to the opportunity to showcase their skills, recognize their accomplishments and receive constructive feedback for growth and
development, participants in the Michigan State Fair 4-H & Youth Virtual Showcase will also have the opportunity to apply for up to
$10,000 in scholarships. Learn more, find helpful resources and registration links at www.canr.msu.edu/virtual-showcase/State-Fair-
Virtual-Showcase/.

2025 Mark of Excellence Award Winners

Every year, counties across Michigan offer 4-H youth, ages 10 and 11, the opportunity to participate in Michigan 4-H State Awards’ 4-H
Mark of Excellence essay contest. The essay theme is “Beyond Ready” and the youth referred to the various ways that 4-H is helping to
prepare them to be ready for their future, be it work, college or life in general.

As part of the contest, up to two 4-H youth essays from each county are selected to be recognized as award winners. In 2025, the
following 28 4-H members from 22 counties were selected as the 2025 Mark of Excellence county winners.

+ Simran Adnani, Wayne County * Nolan King, Branch County * Breelyn Pullins, Berrien County

+ Abigail Baker, Cass County * Jude Martin, lonia County » Hadley Schafer, Monroe County

+ Claire Blaszyk, Oakland County * Madison McGuire, Midland County + Kristina Schwarz, Oakland County

* Snyder Dunlap, Jackson County * Richie McNutt, Washtenaw County *  Asher Smith, Livingston County

* Lilly Edick, Gladwin County * Trula Michel, Monroe County + Jolene Smith, lonia County

+ Alicia Etter, Sanilac County * Penelope Moore, Sanilac County * Bette Stemaly, St. Joseph County

* Chloe F., Ingham County * VanAnder Noordyk, Marquette County » Autumn Wellington, Lapeer County

* Adreann Guikema, Newaygo County  « Victoria Perez, Washtenaw County + Tierney Westrate, Allegan County

+ Colton Guy, Barry County » Madeline Piwowarski, Wexford County  Josephine Wiltshire, Osceola County

* Autumn Johnloz, St. Joseph County

Each recipient will receive a medal, and their winning essays will be added to the Mark of Excellence history book at the Michigan
4-H Foundation and State 4-H Office at MSU Extension. Congratulations to our winners!

To learn more about the Michigan 4-H State Awards, visit www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_scholarships_and_recognition_program/4-h-awards-
and-recognition-program/Youth-Recognition/index.
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From: Michigan 4-H Animal Science

To: MSUE.DL.PrepMIChildrenYouth
Subject: Extreme Heat Awareness

Date: Friday, June 20, 2025 4:48:44 PM
Importance: High

Hello everyone!!!

In true Extension fashion our work never stops! We certainly hope everyone had a great
time during Exploration Days and has made it home safely.

Regarding the summer weather hitting hard this weekend, the Animal Science team wanted
to reach out with suggestions for the heat wave ahead.

With temperatures being expected to reach upper 90s with heat index values being above
100 degrees over the next few days, we need to stay diligent in paying attention to
ourselves and the care of our animals.

Remember:
e Provide access to a fresh, cool, clean water supply (Animal welfare at the fair: Water

consumption - 4-H Animal Science)

e Provide a place for the animal to get out of the sun, if possible

e Provide shade, sprinklers, or fans and other species-appropriate methods to help
keep animals cool

Sudden weather changes like this can cause animals to experience heat stress. More on
heat stress and how to manage that can be found at Animal welfare at the fair: Heat stress
- 4-H Animal Science.

Events where animals are being exhibited should monitor conditions closely and consider
rescheduling due to the weather if needed. It is important to remember that we should
provide the best care we can for our animals and practice the best husbandry skills along
the way.

Extension Educators

4-H Animal Science

Michigan State University Extension

Anthony Hall, Room 1287

474 S. Shaw Lane

East Lansing, MI 48824

*kkkkk

Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender
identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status, or veteran status.
Michigan State University occupies the ancestral, traditional and contemporary lands of the Anishinaabeg — Three Fires Confederacy of
Ojibwe, Odawa and Potawatomi peoples. The university resides on land ceded in the 1819 Treaty of Saginaw.
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Empowering youth for success: How 4-H volunteers can prepare 4-H'ers
for fairs and showcase events

Christine Heverly<sisungch@msu.edu>, Michigan State University Extension - July 11, 2024

4-H volunteers play an essential role in preparing 4-H youth for fairs and showcase events.

4-H'er participating in judging experience with a 4-H project. Photo Credit: Janelle Stewart
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Fairs and showcase events can be the highlight of the year for many Michigan 4-H members, offering a
platform to showcase their hard work, learn new skills and make lasting memories. 4-H volunteers play a
crucial role in guiding and supporting youth through this exciting but often daunting process.

Michigan State University Extension offers some suggestions for ways volunteers can help prepare youth for

a successful fair or showcase experience:

« Project selection, planning and skill development: 4-H volunteers can assist youth in selecting
projects that align with their spark,_interests and abilities. This involves helping youth set realistic goals,

plan their projects and understand the requirements and deadlines for participation in the fair or
showcase. Volunteers can provide resources, share their own experiences, and connect youth with
experts or mentors. Organizing and leading workshops is an effective way for volunteers to teach
essential skills. Hands-on workshops can boost youth's confidence and competence before they are in
a situation where they are being judged or scored.

+ Record keeping and documentation: Proper record keeping is essential for 4-H projects. Volunteers
can teach youth how to maintain detailed records of their work, expenses and progress. This not only
helps in fair preparations but also instills valuable organizational skills. Volunteers can also review and
provide feedback on record books to ensure they meet fair standards. Michigan 4-H has fillable animal
science record books and a fillable guide for member’s personal record that can assist members in

getting started.

« Mock judging and feedback: Simulating the judging process can help youth understand what to
expect and how to present their projects effectively. Volunteers can conduct mock judging sessions,
offer constructive criticism and teach presentation skills. This practice can reduce anxiety and improve
the overall quality of the entries.

« Encouragement and emotional support: Preparing for a fair or showcase can be stressful for young
participants. Volunteers play a key role in offering encouragement, celebrating achievements and
providing emotional support. A positive and supportive environment helps youth stay motivated, enjoy
the learning process and leads to youth

« Promoting teamwork and community involvement: Encouraging youth to work together and
participate in group projects fosters teamwork and community spirit. Volunteers can organize team-
building activities, facilitate group entries into the fair and promote a sense of camaraderie among
members.

By providing guidance, resources and support, 4-H volunteers can significantly enhance the fair and
showcase preparation experience for youth. Volunteer involvement not only helps in creating successful
projects but also contributes to the personal growth and development of young members. The fair and
showcase becomes more than just an event; it becomes a milestone in the 4-H journey, thanks to the
dedication and efforts of volunteers.
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For more helpful volunteer training information, check out the MSU Extension Michigan 4-H Volunteer

Webinar Series webpage.
This article was published by Michigan State University Extension. For more information, visit
https://extension.msu.edu. To have a digest of information delivered straight to your email inbox, visit

https://extension.msu.edu/newsletters. To contact an expert in your area, visit
https://extension.msu.edu/experts, or call 888-MSUE4MI (888-678-3464).

extension.msu.edu

Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Quentin Tyler, Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing, M| 48824. This
information is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names does
not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against those not mentioned.

The 4-H Name and Emblem have special protections from Congress, protected by code 18 USC 707.

We comply with the Federal Trade Commission 1998 Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA)
(https://www.ftc.gov/enforcement/rules/rulemaking-regulatory-reform-proceedings/childrens-online-

privacy-protection-rule).
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4:00pm-9:00pm

2025 4-H FAIR SCHEDULE - FINAL (6/25/25)

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday, July 30 — August 1

Campsite Set Up & Pen Decorations

Thursday & Friday, July31 & August 1

12:00 pm -9:00 pm

Saturday, August 2

Species
Swine

Steer/Heifer
Dairy Feeder
Jr. Beef

Lamb

Goat
Rabbit/Cavy
Poultry
Llama/Alpaca
Horse

10:00 am -2:00 pm
4:00 pm-6:00 pm
6:00 pm-8:00 pm
6:00 pm-7:30 pm

Exhibit Building Set Up

Check-In Enter Gate Weigh-In
6:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. Upon Arrival
7:00a.m.-11:00 a.m. 12:00 p.m.
7:00a.m.-11:00a.m. 12:45p.m.
7:00a.m.-11:00a.m. 1:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m. (Lamb Barn)
1:30 p.m. (Lamb Barn)
Upon Arrival
Upon Arrival

10:00a.m.-12:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
11:00a.m. -2:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.

4
4
4
4
10:00a.m.-12:00 p.m. 4
4
4
4
4
4

(DropinPits) ~ —ememeeeeee-
Exhibit Building Set Up

Exhibit Barn Judging

BARNS CLOSED

4H & Sibling Wristbands (Outside of Grandstands)

Barn Meeting
6:30 p.m. (Haberlein)

6:00 p.m. (Wash Rack)
5:00 p.m. (Wash Rack)
4:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m. (Rosa Arena)
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

7:30 pm
8:30 pm

MANDATORY Meeting for 4-H Members, Leaders, & Parents - Grandstands
Pizza Party - Greenspace Tent- Sponsored by the Northwestern Michigan Fair

Sunday, August 3

7:30 am Leaders’ Meeting - Rosa Arena
8:00 am Large Beef Handling Practice (MANDATORY) - Haberlein Arena 1 1 .oopm
9:00am-11:00 am Jr Beef & Dairy Feeder Handling Practice — Haberlein Arena
9:00 am Open Pee Wee Goat, Breed, Showmanship, Pack/Obstacle - Rosa Arena Curfew
10:00 am 4-H Rabbit & Cavy Showmanship — Greenspace Tent .

Draft Horse Team, Wagon - Horse Arena (nghtly)

DA Swine Show - Swine Barn

11:00am -7:00 pm Swine Practice (see posted schedule) — Haberlein Arena

12:00 pm 4-H Dog Agility, Rally Obedience, Obedience & Showmanship — Outside Rosa Arena
4:00 pm 4-H My Goat & Me Interviews — Goat Barn

5:00 pm Lamb Practice - Rosa Arena

7:00 pm Large Beef Handling Practice (MANDATORY) — Haberlein Arena

8:00 pm 4-H Glow Party lead by Teen Reps — Greenspace Tent

Monday, August 4

7:30 am Leaders’ Meeting - Rosa Arena

8:00 am Open Swine Show — Haberlein

8:30 am 4-H Poultry & Waterfowl Market — Poultry Barn
4-H Horse Halter, Showmanship, Pole Bending, Keyhole, Speed & Action, Costume, Hobby Horse, & Horse
Skillathon — Horse Arena

9:00 am 4-H Breed Cavies, 4-H Market & Breed Rabbits, Open Breed Cavies & Rabbits — Rabbit Barn
4-H Swine Showmanship - Haberlein Arena
4-H Large Beef Handling Practice - Wash Rack

9:30 am 4-H Differently-Abled Program Show — Greenspace Tent

11:00 am - 3:00 pm Exhibit Area Interviews — Tanner Building

1:00 pm 4H Swine Market — Haberlien (Exact time TBD by the Judge)

4-H Poultry & Waterfowl Showmanship — Greenspace Tent
4-H Lamb Market - Rosa Arena

Dairy Feeder & Jr Beef Handling Practice - Horse Arena
Horse ONLY Washing/Grooming Time - Calf Wash Rack
Open Lamb Showmanship & Breed — Rosa Arena

4:00pm -6:00pm
4:30pm

Tuesday, August 5

7:30 am Leaders’ Meeting — Rosa Arena
8:00 am Open Heifer, Cow, Cow/Calf, Bull, Bred & Owned — Haberlein Arena
Open Dairy Feeder, Jr Beef, & Large Beef Showmanship - Haberlein Arena
Following Open Cattle Shows - 4-H Dairy Feeder, Jr Beef, Large Dairy Beef, Large Beef Market — Haberlein Arena
8:30 am 4-H Horse English Equitation, English Pleasure, Dressage, & Trail - Horse Arena
9:00 am 4-H Goat Showmanship, Market, Breed, Pack, Draft — Rosa Arena
10:00 am - 3:00 pm 4-H Blood Drive — Front Gate
1:00 pm 4-H Lamb Showmanship (Clover Buds to Follow)- Rosa Arena
6:00 pm 4-H & Open Llama/Alpaca Showmanship & Halter Class - Rosa Arena
8:00 pm 4-H Evening Movie Night led by Teen Reps — Greenspace Tent



Wednesday, August 6

7:30 am Leaders’ Meeting - Rosa Arena
8:00am-10:00 am 4-H Photos for Rabbit & Poultry — Rosa Arena
Photos are $12.00 for Non-Market Animals, Bought Online through the Photographer
8:00 am 4-H Photos for Swine (Do NOT feed pigs until after photos)
Photos are $12.00 for Cloverbuds and Show Only, Paid at the Time of the Photo
8:30 am 4-H Horse Western Horsemanship, Western Pleasure, Ranch Riding, Reining, Western Riding, Indiana Flag
Race, Cloverleaf — Horse Arena
9:00 am-11:00 am 4-H Differently-Abled Program Petting Zoo — Greenspace Tent
9:00 am 4-H Large Beef Showmanship, 4-H Large Dairy Beef, Dairy Feeder (Cloverbuds to follow), Jr Beef

(Cloverbuds to follow) — Haberlein Arena
10:00am -12:00 pm 4-H Photos for Goat & Lamb- Rosa Arena
Photos are $12.00 for Non-Market Animals, Bought Online through the Photographer

1:00 pm 4-H Rabbit Skillathon - Rosa Arena
2:00pm 4-H Goat Talent & Costume Show & Parade — Rosa Arena
Open Goat Fun Class — Rosa Arena
2:30 pm 4-H Cattle Pictures — Steer, Heifer, Dairy Feeder, Dairy Beef, JR Beef Steer, JR Beef Heifer
Photos are $12.00 for Non-Market Animals, Bought Online through the Photographer
4:00 pm 4-H & Open Llama/Alpaca Costume Class, Obstacle Course & Pack - Rosa Arena
5:00 pm-7:00 pm 4-H Auction Buyer Pre-Registration
8:00 pm 4-H Goat Run — Meet at Goat Barn / 4-H Lamb Run — Meet at Lamb Barn

Thursday, August

8:00 am 4-H Auction Buyer Registration
9:00 am 4-H Large Animal Auction - Haberlein Arena
(Swine, Large Beef, Large Dairy Beef, Dairy Feeders, Jr Beef)
10:00 am 4-H Small Animal Auction — Rosa Arena
(Goats, Rabbits, Turkeys, Production Pullets, Meat Chickens, Cornish Hens, Ducks, Geese, Lambs)
11:00am -2:00 pm Buyers’ Luncheon - Greenspace Tent
4:00 pm-6:00 pm Horse ONLY Washing/Grooming Time - Calf Wash Rack
8:00 pm 4-H Goat Run — Meet at Goat Barn/ 4-H Lamb Run — Meet at Lamb Barn
8:30 pm Movie Night — Teen Rep Activity in Greenspace Tent

Friday, August 8

7:30 am Leaders’ Meeting — Rosa Arena

9:00am-3:30 pm 4-H Blood Drive — Outside Jr Beef Barn

8:30am Open Horse Show

9:00 am 4-H Poultry, Rabbits & Cavy Cloverbud Showmanship — Rosa Arena (South End)

10:00 am 4-H Goat Cloverbud Showmanship — Rosa Arena (North End)

10:00am -1:00 pm 4-H Farm Dog - Haberlein Arena

12:00 pm-5:00 pm Reduced Rates on Carnival Rides for 4-H Members

1:00 pm 4-H Fun Classes - Haberlein Arena, Rabbit Fun Classes & Agility — Greenspace Tent Cu rfeW
4:00 pm 4-H Grand Champion Showmanship Showdown — Haberlein Arena .

7:00 pm-11:00 pm ALL 4-H Dance — Rosa Arena - 11:00 pm - 12:00 am Adult Only Dance - Rosa Arena (nghtly)
7:30 pm-9:00 pm 4-H Differently-Abled Party — Greenspace Tent

8:00 pm 4-H Goat Run - Meet at Goat Barn / 4-H Lamb Run Meet at Lamb Barn

Saturday, August 9

9:00 am 4-H Awards Program, Celebration of Champions, Senior Recognition — Rosa Arena
12:00 pm-=11:00 pm Reduced Rates on Carnival Rides for 4-H Members
2:00 pm Fair Queen Pageant — Rosa Arena
4:00 pm 4-H Fun Saturday Games — Haberlein Arena
4-H Cloverbud Games - Greenspace Tent
8:00 pm 4-H Goat Run - Meet at Goat Barn/ 4-H Lamb Run — Meet at Lamb Barn

Sunday, August 10
5:45am Earliest Animals Can Leave the Fairgrounds

(Leave White Pen Cards Up Until Your Animal Is Loaded)

7:00am-12:00 pm Poultry & Rabbits are Prepared for Processing or Leave the Fairgrounds

9:00am-11:00 am Self Pick Up & 4-H Exhibit Building Entries Removed - Must check out w/ Species Chair or Superintendent before removal of
any animals

12:00 pm All Animals Gone & All Stalls Clean

**x% CLOVERBUD ACTIVITIES****
10:00 am -12:00 pm & 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Monday through Friday in the Tanner Building
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